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THE LAST WORDS OF JESUS 


Text:—“Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature. He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth 
not shall be damned” (Mark 16:15, 16). 


“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptiz- 
ing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, 
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world. Amen” (Matthew 28:19, 20). 


I hhave traveled somewhat, and I have often 
been asked the question, “What do you believe?” 
I have met thousands of men, and some on their 
dying beds; and I pray for grace that I may not 
look into the face of one soul at the judgment day 
to whom I have not preached the truth as it is in 
Christ Jesus. In the judgment day I-do:not want 
to be shown that I have preached. to men smooth 
words. I wish to quote and show Scripture for 
what I have to say tonight. I bring you no sec- 
tarian teaching, but I trust I do have a faithful 
adherence to the Bible. . 

I recall reading of a certain minister, who be- 
fore ‘his death ‘requested that he might be buried 
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beside his own pulpit. He had always adhered to 
the truth, and he said he wanted to hear and to 
shout “LIAR” to any one who would teach con- 
trary to the Word of God in that pulpit. Of course 
this would have been impossible, but the memory 
of God’s faithful witnesses in the past should be 
an inspiration and a means of holding to the truth 
those of the present and future generations. 

I do not believe that this idea of compromise 
will get more people saved. There is a delusion 
abroad today, that if the Church would compromise 
and make the door a little wider, more people 
would unite with the Church. I have studied the 
history of churches that have stood out and out 
for God, and I do not believe this is true. There 
is real progress where there is Bible conservatism. 

Just recently I have gone down thru Church 
History, and thru twenty-five creeds of different 
denominations from the standpoint of the ministers 
of those churches, for comiparison and profit. The 
last creed I studied was that of Robert G. Inger- 
soll. I do not believe nor preach certain things 
because some one else believes as I do, nor. be- 
cause my ‘parents believed as I do.now. My po- 
sition is that, when it comes to salvation and 
Christian living, every man is responsible before 
God not to listen to man but to the Holy Spirit, 
speaking thru His own Word. 

I hardly need to state that I believe in love. 
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I believe in justice. I believe in being merciful. 
I believe in purity. I believe in holy conversation. 
I believe in joy—but not the pleasure of this world 
that is saturated with sin. I believe in humility; 
in generosity; in singleness of heart, that is, in 
being one thing all the way thru. I believe in 
being law-abiding. I believe in temperance, in 
honesty, in industry, and in courtesy. But I do 
not believe that the imitation of these is Chris- 
itianity. Combined, these virtues are a wonderful 
result of the Christian life, but they are neither 
salvation nor the cause of it. Many a man who is 
not a Christian will agree with everything I have 
said up to this point. These qualities may be 
manifested from a standpoint of policy without 
spiritual life at all. 

Our text was the farewell message of Jesus 
Christ. The most important statements and in- 
terests of a person’s life are generally the subjects 
of conversation around a dying bed, just before 
“one leaves this world. 


I. THE GOSPEL FOR EVERY CREATURE 


This is Ohrist’s message to the Church. He 
had preached against sin, He had exalted right- 
eousness, He had foretold the glories of heaven 
and depicted the ‘horrors of hell; He had shown 
that there was only one barrier that would pre- 
vent salvation, and that was man’s own wnbe- 
lieving heart. Here in this parting message Jesus 
Christ lays the burden of responsibility upon the 
Church for getting a knowledge of the way of 
salvation to every creature.in the world. There 
is no excuse for any man in the world today to 
reject Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the sum of 
all truth. In the judgment day God accepts no 
excuses, but, as Christians, we are responsible for 
the spreading of the Gospel of His grace. That 
is our mission. So far as sin is concerned, tonight 
I am only going to say this: That he that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already. It-.is not a 
question—it is an absolute certainty. I am not 
here to ask whether a man is lost because he is 
born in sin and of accountable age. God says he 
is lost and that settles the question. 


Satan’s object is to blind men concerning the 
Gospel. ° He would have man tobe his own sa- 
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vior. Varied substitutes are obtrusively offered 
everywhere for the purpose of deceiving men. 


One very popular so-called life-boat is “Good 
Works.” It 1s a sort of covering up of sin in the 
heart by a veneered Pharisaical spirit—‘“I thank 
God I am not like: other men.” This “up and 
out’ class are harder to reach than the class com- 
monly called “down and out.” God has no re- 
spect for man’s self-righteousness. Man has come 
short of the glory of God. “All have sinned,” is 
the verdict. 

Some men substitute “praying” for the Gospel; 
yet one could pray from now on and forever and 
not blot out thereby one sin or do one deed of 
righteousness that a holy God would or could ac- 
cept. 

The Coapel i not, “eco ther best, Ercane os No 
man in the wniverse ever did the best he could, 
except the Son of God, on whom the Gospel bids 
us set our hope of acceptance with God and par- 
don for sin. 

The Gospel, tho it teaches a moral life, is not 
“morality,” for a man of excellent morals came to 
Jesus with “All these things have I kept from my 
youth,” and yet he was lost. And Jesus watched 
his departure with sorrow. 

“Joining the Church,’ and even the Church 
that adheres to the Word of God in its entirety, 
does not save, nor is such “joining” the Gospel. 
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Simon of Samaria “joined” the Church, yet he 
was a “son of perdition.” 


“Activity,” or trying to save others is no as- 
surance that a person has believed the Gospel. 
This method of serving humanity does not bring 
us back to a saved fellowship with God. 


To “deny the existence of sin,” as does Chris- 
tian Science, and thus deny the need of the Gospel, . 
is aS unreasonable as to deny the solidity of a 
railroad engine and deliberately walk on the track 
in spite of a signal to stop. This certainly is a 
foolhardy system of destruction—a supposedly 
easy way to God and heaven. 


“New Thought” tells men to think right— 
about the good, about noble men, innocent chil- 
dren, birds, flowers, etc. These things are right 
in their place, but they can never span the gulf 
from death to life. God says men are dead, and 
only the voice of God’s grace can ever call a re- 
sponse from a dead and desolate soul, full of every 
sin in the catalogue. 


Religion often is a foe to men’s salvation. A 
woman recently told me that I had said that the 
Masonic lodge was not of God, because it pre- 
vented criminals who were members of this order 
from being punished and because of its blood- 
curdling oaths, secrecy, and its heathenish origin 
and rites. She added, “My husband is a Mason.” 
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I replied, “I can give you twenty-five verses from 
God’s Word that condemn Masonry.” She said, 
“Hadn’t a man better have that religion than no 
religion at all?” I said, “Better none.” A religion 
that leaves out the atonement of Jesus Christ is 
a false religion. It gives a false hope and can 
lead only to endless destruction. God cannot re- 
spect good works in those who reject His Son. 


What is the Gospel? It is Good News. Good 
news of what? God sent His Son into the world 
not only to die for us but also to live for us. God 
wants absolute perfection, and there is only one 
place to find it. God sent Jesus Christ into the 
world not to work out a plan of salvation, but to 
‘work out the work of salvation. This He did and 
cried, “It is finished” (John 19:30). A man is not 
lost because he is a sinner or because he was born 
in sin, but by rejecting Jesus Christ. “He that 
believeth not is condemned already, because he 
hath not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God.” There is not a ray of hope for a 
man that turns down the mercy of God. “If ye 
believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your 
sins.” If a man believes not he is already con- 
demned—the judgment is past. 

There is no human being outside the pales of 
the salvation of Jesus Christ—not one. Some one 
asks, “How about the unpardonable sin?” And 
then he may ask, “Why was not that sin included 
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in the sacrifices?” A person who has committed 
the unpardonable sin experienced a time in his life 
when the knew what the Gospel is, he had known 
the good things of God, and now he turns around 
and says, “That thing is of the devil.” Even then 
it is not the will of God that he should not be 
saved by His mercy, but it is his own temper and 
spirit that keep him from ever wanting to be 
saved. There is not a sin in the catalogue from: 
which it is not possible for God to cleanse us, 
but every man is warned that it is possible to 
commit one sin from which the sinner will never 
repent. 


Sometimes you read an account of a _ ship- 
wreck in which every one was saved but the cap- 
tain of the ship. He refuses salvation for himself 
that he may save the lives of his passengers. Je- 
sus was crucified according to His own will. He 
was God’s official sacrifice for sin. He said, speak- 
ing of His own life, “No man takes it from me— 
I lay it down.” Jesus had life that burst the bars. 
of death, and no man took it from him. They cru- 
cified Him, and every man in this world stands 
guilty as a partner in that crime as long as he 
stands with the side of them that crucified Him. 
If Christ had come down from the cross, the 
world would have gone under. He had to bear 
‘the wrath of a holy and offended God against sin, 
and He cries out, “My God! my God! why hast 
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thou forsaken me?’ He hung upon that cross 
so that you and I need never leave God’s presence 
with that awful cry, “My God! my God! Why hast 
thou forsaken me?” If any soul is going to utter 
that cry, it will be his own fault, because he has 
rejected the grace of God thru Jesus Christ. What 
is your attitude toward Christ and the salvation 
of your soul? Are you still in your unbelief? 
Christ said, “If ye believe not that I am he, ye 
shall die in your sins” (John 8:24). 


During a revival meeting conducted in New 
York City by Evangelist Bodelle a man got up 
and said, “If I accept that Gospel, do you think 
it will make a new man out of me?’ The evan- 
gelist replied, “If I did not believe that, and if 
it does not work in your case, I will never get in- 
to this pulpit to preach any more. He brought 
that man up there and preached to him Jesus 
Christ. 3 

The next night Bodelle stood on the steps of 
his pulpit and announced a song. His friends, 
who rather ridiculed his rash assertion, waited in 
suspense. Then all at once they saw the doors 
slide open, a man with his face covered with blood 
and looking as if he had been in a fight burst in 
and said, “Bodelle, it is all right. Go ahead and 
preach it. I have been in a trolley wreck, and I | 
started out and ran the rest of the way, and I 
am glad to testify that the Gospel does change a 
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man’s heart.” Give God a chance, meet the con- 
ditions, and you will find the peace of God in 
your soul, . 


Ij. THE PLACE OF THE GODHEAD THREE 
IN SALVATION 


“Baptizing ‘them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” | 

There must be faith before baptism. There is 
no place in the whole Bible for infant baptism. 
A woman once said, “If my boy would not be 
baptized when he is an infant, he would be 
ashamed to be baptized when he becomes a man.” 
I replied, “If your boy is baptized and is ashamed 
of Jesus Christ, he will be lost anyhow.” Jesus 
speaks thus: “He that is ashamed of me and of 
my words, of him will I also be ashamed before 
my Father and the holy angels.” Infant baptism 
1s one of the things first introduced by the Roman 
Catholic Church and every true Christian ought 
to renounce it. The Bible says that baptism is the 
answer of a good conscience, and no child can 
have a good conscience, because it never had an 
evil conscience. The doctrine that another person 
can be sponsor for a child is destructive of the 
truth, for it does not take into consideration the 
teaching of Christ, “Ye must be born again.” I 
am not responsible for my child any more than 
to bring it up in the nurture and admonition of 
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the Lord. Again, the Bible tells us, “Suffer little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not.” 
It does not say, “Suffer them to be brought by 
their parents.” Let them come. The act of bring- 
ing a child for baptism that can neither repent 
nor ‘have faith has no place in the teaching of the 
New Testament. Infant baptism was retained by 
some of the Reformation Churches when they left 
Roman Catholicism—that institution that butch- 
ered and murdered millions because, it said, they 
were heretics. There is no reason for recognizing 
that institution as a Church of Jesus Christ, and 
there is no reason for crediting anything that in- 
stitution says unless there is brought a “Thus 
saith the Lord.” 

Some one says, “What should be the mode of 
baptism?” I won’t quibble about that. I believe 
in pouring, but if you believe in immersion, I 
won't quarrel at all. The thing that takes a man 
to hell is sin and not an innocent mode of bap- 
tism. The Holy Ghost was poured out and this 
act was called a baptism, and that, among other 
things, satisfies me as to mode. 


“Baptizing them in the name of the Father.” 
Why the Father? Because He is the one with 
whom you were at enmity. You left Him and 
have wandered away from Him like the prodigal 
son when he took his suitcase and said, “Good-by, 
dad, I’m leaving home.” Every man is a prodigal 
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that does not have his face turned toward heaven. 
I believe a man is just as much out ef Christ sit- 
ting in the home of the Pharisee, saying, “I am 
not like other men,” as the man that is down in 
the lowest depths of sin and debauchery. “All 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” 
Paul says, “We are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us: we pray you 
in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” What 
is your attitude toward your heavenly Father? 
Are you reconciled, or is there enmity in your 
heart against Him? He is willing to receive you 
if you come back to Him. The home door stands 
ajar, angels watch for your return. 


To illustrate: The son of a German lady in 
Iowa ran away from home. After he was away 
some time he began, like the prodigal, to get 
homesick. So he made up his mind to go back 
home. But he was ashamed. And I tell you it 
makes a man ashamed when he thinks of what 
it cost the Son of God to redeem him—that He 
had all the sins of the world thrown into His pure 
soul. That was hell enough for Him to have 
suffered. But He suffered it all because you and 
I have sinned. ‘God put Jesus Christ in front of 
our tracks that He might arrest us. An old father 
once had a son that was bound to put a saloon at 
a certain place. The father plead with him not 
to do this, but ‘he remained obstinate. When the 
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day for opening came the father went to a corner 
near the saloon, and as men came to the corner 
near the boy’s saloon he plead with them to re- 
main away. The son saw the father turn men 
away. He went up to him raving angry and said, 
“IT want you to stop that.” The father replied, 
“Tam responsible for bringing you into the world 
and I am going to do all I can to keep my boy 
from ruining the souls of other men.” The son 
doubled up his fists and, shaking them in his 
father’s face said, “If you do that I will smash 
your face.” The father replied, “I will lay down 
my body for you to kill me if that will stop others. 
from perishing in my boy’s saloon.” God sent 
Jesus Christ into the world to stop men so that 
instead of going down to ruin, they might get a 
new vision of their heavenly Father and be recon- 
ciled to Him. When a man is baptized in the 
name of the Father it means that he is reconciled 
to Him. Reconciled, as was the son I began tell- 
ing about a while ago. When he came back to 
his home in Iowa he saw his mother in the garden 
getting vegetables for dinner. A low rail fence 
enclosed the garden and he went up to this fence 
and cried out the old, familiar word ‘Mutter’ 
(Mother). ! 

When she heard her boy’s voice, the mother 
turned with speechless joy, jumped over the fence, 
and caught him around the neck. She took him 
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into the house. “Son,” she said, “here is the same 
place at the table you have always had.” And 
she showed him the room they had kept for him. 
Just a faint picture of God when a man comes to 
Him. When he is baptized it is just telling the 
world that the has been reconciled to his Father 
and is now back home with good will in his heart. 


“Baptized in the name of the Son.” He is the 
purchaser. When you are baptized in Jesus’ name 
you are telling the world, “I am not my own. I 
have been bought with a price.” In the face of 
the awful price paid for your redemption how 
dare you say, “I can do as I please?” Think of 
His separation from God. Think of every woe 
suffered on Calvary’s cross. And then _ think, 
“That is what it cost Jesus Christ to purchase me.” 
A friend said to me, “Some people think they can 
run their own shanties. They can; but they 
will run them to hell.” Charles Spurgeon once 
said, “I belong to Jesus Christ from the top of. my 
head to the sole of my feet, and if I had a hair 
on my head that did not belong to Him, I would 
pluck the rebel out.” 

“Baptized in the name of the Holy Ghost.” A 
policeman has not a very pleasant job. The Holy 
Ghost is God’s policeman. He makes a man mis- 
erable in order to bring him back to Jesus Christ. 
He is the Spirit that warns you of coming judg- 
ment—the Spirit that speaks to you in the silent 
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watches of the night. But the blessedness of it is 
that He is different from the policeman who uses 
a club, for after a man is reconciled to God thru 
the death of Christ, He turns around and puts all 
these into his heart: Love, joy, peace, longsuffer- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and 
self-control. He takes the same life that was filled 
with sin and puts into it the holy love of God. 
When a man is saved and baptized in the name 
of the Spirit he says, “The Spirit of God shall 
now completely control my life.’ Dr. Hastings, 
when his son was buried, tapped one of the young 
men on the shoulder and said, “Tread softly; you 
are putting under ground a temple of the Holy 
Ghost.” I ask you, Is your body the temple of 
the Holy ‘Ghost? If it is not, the time will come 
when “Him will God destroy.” The Holy Ghost 
can not infill the life that shuts Him out, and the 
man that bars out the Spirit of God must event- 
ually be barred from the presence of God forever. 


III. OBEDIENCE IN “ALL THINGS” COM- 
MANDED 


“Teaching them to observe all things whatso- 
ever | have commanded you.” 

One of the most effective mottoes I have ever 
seen was in a railroad depot at El Paso, Ill. It 
read thus: 


“We love Him 

We do what He says 

We do it as He says, do it 

We do, because He says, do it 

And if ye love me, keep my Commandments.” 


“Yiou cannot get that experience at the ticket 
office, however; you get it by faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. You don’t get the experience that 
gets a man to obey God because he loves Him 
until you are born again. D. L. Moody, preaching 
on obedience, once said, “I have an unpopular 
subject.” Men are glad to hear about some things, 
but when you ask them, Are you willing to obey 
God? many are not willing. Because of this many 
go back into sin and are lost. When God saved 
my soul seven years ago, if I had not cut the old 
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shore lines, I doubt not that I were back in sin 
tonight. p 

A little boy who fell out of bed one night was 
asked, “Why is it that you fell out of bed?” “Be- 
cause,’ the said, “I staid too close to the place 
where I got in.” You ask me why many a man 
who was in the Church has lost out. It is be- 
cause he never got far enough from the life he 
lived before he was saved. 

There was a colored man who began preaching 
on a certain plantation. Some one told the boss 
and he sent for the colored man. He thought he 
was going to get a scolding, but to his surprise 
the master said, “I hear you have been preaching 
around this plantation with considerable power. 
I wish you would preach on the eighth command- 
ment, ‘Thou shalt not steal.’ Press real hard on 
that commandment. There’s some chicken steal- 
ing going on.’ The colored man scratched his 
head and replied, “Boss, there ain’t quite the 
warmth to that subject that there is to some 
themes.” That is the way it often is with the 
subject of obedience. | 

I will quote three verses bearing on this sub- 
ject: “He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not 
his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not 
in him” (I John 2:4). Again, Paul says, “He be- 
came the author of eternal salvation to all them 
that obey him.” And in Revelation we read, 
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“Blessed are they that do his commandments, that 
they may have right to the tree of life, and may 
enter in through the gates into the city.” 

Some one says, “Do you, then, preach works 
for salvation?’ No; I preach the grace of God, 
and the Word says: “The grace of God that 
bringeth salvation hath appeared unto all men, 
teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
Justs, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present world; looking for that bless- 
ed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Savior Jesus Christ; who gave Him- 
self for us, that he might redeem us from all in- 
iquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar ‘people, 
zealous of good works” (Titus 2:11-14). That is 
the result of salvation. Salvation makes men live 
a different life. 

Under the head of Obedience I have arranged 
the following topics: 

1. A Man’s Life in the Church. 

2. A Man’s Life in the Community. 

3. A Man’s Life among his Fellowmen. 


First—A Man’s Life in the Church 


What is the greatest command Jesus ever gave 
to the Christian? It is just, “Love one another.” 
A friend of mine had an argument with a Jew. 
After some discussien the Jew became so angry 
that he left the room abruptly. As he was leav- 
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ing, he seemed to think better of it and said apol- 
ogetically, “I hope I have not offended you, Mr. 
Hager!’ Just as the man was going out the 
door, Bro. Hager said, “I cuuld not hate you if 
I wanted to.” The Spirit of Christ in a man’s life 
brings love in a measure that was never there 
before—it brings love that a man can even love 
his enemies. 


I have another friend, Bro. Cummings, a bus- 
iness man and a converted Greek Catholic, who 
feeds on the Bible. He went into a drug store 
one day, opened his Bible at John 3:16, and said 
to the clerk: “I have a pill here: if wou take it, 
you will receive eternal life.’ The druggist 
thought he was insane and ran out the rear door 
leaving Bro, Cummings alone and in charge of the 
drug store. One day he heard a man swear in 
Jesus’ name. He stepped up in front of the man 
and said to him, “Do you know I love that name 
more than you do your mother?” “I don’t know.” 
“Yes, I do.” Bro. Cummings is a large, corpulent 
man, and he came closer to the young fellow and 
said, “What would you do to me if I were to 
insult your mother as you just now did Jesus 
Christ?” The young man replied, “I would lick 
you if I could.” “Do you know what I am going 
to do to you for cursing Jesus Christ?” The 
young man stepped back as if expecting an attack, 
and Cummirigs said, “I will forgive you for Jesus’ 
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sake.” That is the love of God shed abroad in 
our hearts by the Holy Ghost given unto us. We 
love even the worst specimens of mankind. 


Second.—A Man’s Life in the Community 


The second great thing in the life of a believer is 
that Jesus commands all to “Go.” You say, “That 
is missionary.” Yes, missionary. “Well, I can’t go 
to India—I can’t go to China.” He doesn’t say, 
“Go to India,” or, “Go to China,” He says, “Go.” 
That means India for some, but it also means, Go 
to the man that works for you; go to the man you 
work for and with; go into all the world and 
ipreach the same Gospel that saved your soul. Go, 
not because you are ordained, but because you 
are saved by it. 

Take the man who was out in the tombs in 
the time of Christ, possessed of demons. Some 
people say that man is not totally depraved by 
nature, but Jesus emptied that fellow out and put 
into a herd of swine what came out of him, and 
it was so disgusting that those pigs thought it 
was preferable to go and drown themselves. This 
man was so possessed with demons that he lost 
all control of himself. They chained him, but he 
broke the chains. Out in the tombs he was a 
terror to the neighborhood. That day he met 
Jesus and the demons were cast out. After he 
was quieted down and his heart cleansed, the Bi- 
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ble says he sat down. I always imagine him 
sitting on a barrel or something of that kind and 
shouting “Hallelujah.” He got so love-sick for 
Jesus Christ that he said, “I will follow you wher- 
ever you go.” Jesus said, “I want you to go, but 
I want you to go home.” 


The Bible also tells that when that man got 
saved he did something some women have for- 
gotten to do. The Bible says, “He was CLOTH- 
ED and in his right mind.” J have seen some 
women professing to be saved that had not fin- 
ished dressing before they appeared in public. 
Oh, yes; they had a little cheese-cloth, lace cur- 
tains, transparent crepe, and the rest of it, but 
this man was clothed, and in his right mind. The 
Bible says that the Holy Spirit gives a man this 
- spirit of a sound mind, and sometimes, as I see 
church members hungering after the fashions of 
the world, I wonder if they ever had the Holy 
Spirit in their hearts so that they could get a 
sound mind. Sin and clothes were born the same 
day in the world's history, and when one gets 
saved, it surely ought to affect him in the way 
of dress. 

Three more things concerning a man’s life in 
the church: I wish to speak of three ordinances 
given to the Christian Church, and not one of 
them is non-essential or devoid of blessing. The 
first one I need not say much about because it 
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is generally believed; the second is _ believed 
by some; but the third is one very few people 
believe in practising as commanded. The love of 
the world’s ways causes this departure from Bible 
teachings. 

The first ordinance I refer to is the Communion. 
Paul said, “As often as ye eat this bread, and 
drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till 
he come.” If you have real faith in your soul, 
and are saved thru Jesus Christ and Him cruci- 
fied, it will not be a job for the preacher or the 
pastor to get you out on the communion day. 
One of the happiest days in our home congregation 
is when we commemorate the suffering and death 
of the Lord, singing such hymns as, 


“In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 
All the light of sacred story, 
Gathers round its head subhme.” 


The second ordinance I have in mind is Feet 
Washing (John 13:4-17), which typifies the advo- 
cacy of Jesus Christ. I wonder what reason some 
churches have for not observing that ordinance 
when Jesus commanded it. I recently read this 
statement of an infidel: “You church members say 
that you believe your Bible. Jesus Christ com- 
manded Feet Washing as much as He commanded 
the Communion. Failure to preach that ordinance 
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has had dire results. I met a girl who told me, 
“T have done a wrong thing since I have been a 
Christian. How can I get rid of that sin?’ Then 
I showed her, By the advocacy of Jesus Christ, 
who is now in heaven. He there intercedes for 
the soul that is saved, but has committed a wrong 
and confesses the wrong. This truth is taught in 
the ordinance of Feet Washing. 

(Here the speaker referred to a wall map of 
the tabernacle with the altar, the laver, etc., de- 
picted on it.) 

I want .you to get the way to approach our 
God of holiness. This:is the tabernacle. Here is 
the ark of God in the Holy of Holies. Here is 
the white linen. Any one that went into the Holy 
of Holies (except the high priest, who went into 
it once a year), the Bible says that man died. 
“No man can come into my presence and live.” 
And no one can stay in fellowship with God un- 
less he does it in God’s way. The way provided 
for us is thru the advocacy of Jesus Christ. The 
women were not allowed to come in ‘here (indi- 
cating), but in the new dispensation God made 
provision for women, and the prayer head cover- 
ing typifies the truth that woman thus covered 
may come on an equal basis with man in prayer 
and worship. 

Here is the altar, a type of the cross of Christ. 
That is the only way men can be saved. This, 
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the laver, has no dimensions stated. But every 
little detail was measured to exactness in the al- 
tar. Jesus Christ, for the believing sinner, exactly 
and absolutely fulfils every requirement of God. 
But when a man is saved and now in Christ, God 
expects certain things of him. Here is a child 
that is saved. The expectation of a holy God 
concerning him is not the same as that for an old 
believer. God said, “This laver is the only thing 
I do not want you to measure.” If I were con- 
demned for what I do not know it would not be 
right. Yet God wanted them to wash every time 
they went by, so thru the Word and the inter- 
cession of Christ we are clean, every whit. 


| “Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter 
saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet?” 
Feet have to do with our walk as Christians after 
~we are saved. When a man is saved, all his sins 
are blotted out—he is “clean every whit.’ Here 
at the entrance, by the altar of sacrifice, God im- 
mediately takes all sin away and the only thing 
that can come into a man’s life after that to sep- 
arate between him and God is sin and failing to 
walk in the light as He is in the light. Then he 
meeds the advocacy of Christ, and if needs be 
Tfepentance and restitution. 
He used Peter here for His great lesson be- 
cause Peter was going to curse and swear. He 
used a born-again man that side stepped and al- 
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owed the flesh to get hold of him. I meet many 
a soul that is in darkness as to this truth, and 
I’ll tell you who is partly to blame: The churches 
and the pastors who do not teach and practise the 
ordinance that sets forth this truth that Jesus 
taught. There is a reason for it. Jesus said, 
“What I do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt 
know hereafter.’ When Jesus came into this 
world He did not come to enlarge on the truth 
of intercession. Jesus said very little about the 
fact that He was going to be our Advocate. Paul 
and John unfold that. But Jesus said much about 
the fact that He came to die. 


Peter did ot grasp the thought that Jesus was 
telling him about his coming sin. He did not even 
know that Christ would go back to heaven to in- 
tercede. “If I wash thee not, thou hast no part 
with me.” He does not say, “Thou hast no part 
IN me.” Relationship Peter had, but fellowship 
was broken by his sin. When a Christian ceases 
to obey the will of Christ, he breaks fellowship. 
Peter promptly answers, “Not my feet only, but 
also my hands and my head.” He wanted this 
washing from the top to the bottom. This head 
to feet washing was done once for all at the tab- 
ernacle gateway. That stood for regeneration. 
Then the high priest could go into the Holy of 
Holies, but he had to wash every time he passed 
the laver. A saved man may go wrong in his life, 
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and then when he sees it he may come to Jesus 
repentant, get forgiveness, and go on. When a 
man is born again and does wrong, he does not 
need to come and say, “I want to be born again.” 
He simply comes to Jesus Christ and confesses 
the ithing that mars fellowship and is forgiven. 


“He that is washed needeth not save to wash 
his feet, but 1s clean every whit: and ye are clean, 
but not all”—Judas Iscariot was not born again. 
He lacked relationship with God. After He had 
washed their feet, He said: “If I then, your Lord 
and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought 
to wash one another’s feet.” Thus He command- 
ed the perpetuation of the ordinance. Because of 
propriety, it has come about that men wash feet 
with men and women with women. The ordinance 
shows the truth anew thru all the ages. Then 
Jesus said, “I have given you an example, that ye 
should do as I have done to you,’ and “If ye 
know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.” 
The ordinance is in many respects the sweetest 
ordinance of the house of God. There are three 
things especially taught in it: humility, equality, 
and the advocacy of Christ. 

I know of a woman who went to another and 
said, “I don’t believe in that ordinance.” “Yes,” 
was the reply, “but Jesus says, ‘If ye know these 
things, happy are ye if ye do them.” “I don’t 
believe that everybody goes to hell that does not 


32 LAST WORDS OF JESUS 


practise it.” “Yes, but Jesus says, ‘If ye know 
these things, happy are ye if ye do them.’” “Our 
preacher is an educated man, and he does not teach 
it.” “Jesus says, ‘If ye know these things, happy 
are ye if ye do them.’” That woman went away 
with conviction, and she finally got to where she 
was willing to wash her sister’s feet. Are you 
ashamed to wash your brother’s feet? When pride 
is in the church, first this ordinance will go, and 
then other things taught in God’s Word wil! fol- 
low. Where there is a new birth the washing of 
feet is not hard to do. If it were a hard thing for 
me to do, I would go back to God and say, “I 
don’t know whether I am born again or not. I 
am ashamed to wash my brother's feet.” 


Bro. M. C. Lapp, a bishop of the Church in In- 
dia, relates a blessed experience. In observing 
this ordinance a low caste Indian Christian washed 
Bro. Lapp’s feet, then Bro. Lapp said, “Sit down 
here and I will wash your feet.” “No; you are 
the bishop, and I have been one of ithe lowest caste 
of this land. Wiull you stoop to wash my feet?” 
“Yes, indeed,” he said, and stooped down and 
washed the man’s feet. The ordinance stands for 
equality among the brotherhood. 

The third ordinance I speak of is the Devotion- 
al Covering. This is taught in I Cor. 11:1-15, and 
it is taught in essence in other places. I have 
heard people say that only some churches teach 
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it. My wife's grandmother was a Lutheran, and 
she wore the devotional covering. The Presby- 
terians, the Methodists, the Church of God, nearly 
all the Reformation Churches, at one time used 
the devotional covering at times of worship. So 
did the Christian Church. I remember eating sup- 
per with a lady whose mother had been a member 
of the Christian Church. This lady said to me, 
“This is one thing I cannot understand.” I said, 
“Tf you will study your Bible ‘you will see the 
value and benefit of it.” This lady replied, “I will 
be honest with you,’ and she went into another 
room. Soon she came out saying, “Here is a devo- 
tional covering that belonged to my mother. I have 
kept it because I appreciated my mother’s life.” 


I recall a Lutheran preacher that taught it, and 
then his son went off to a cemetery—seminary, 
they call them—(some of them are pretty dead 
places) and when he came back he refused to teach 
it any more. Whenever a church lets slip any- 
thing that is in the Bible, she will have trouble in 
other places. 

I have heard people say, “The big Bible teach- 
ers do not teach the devotional covering.” That 
is not true. Some of the best known Bible teach- 
ers believe in it. Dr, R. A. Torrey formerly of the 
Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, was once speak- 
ing on this subject. One of the ladies present 
asked him, “What is the veiling?’ There was a 
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sister of the Church of the Brethren there with a 
devotional covering on. Dr. Torrey pointed to her 
and said, “That is it.” Clarke’s and Matthew Hen- 
ry’s Commentaries both teach it. Dr. Nathaniel 
West, of Washington, D. C., wrote the best book- 
let on this truth I ever saw. 

In tthe original Greek word “peribolaiou” is 
used for the natural covering, the hair, and the 
word “katakalupto” for the artificial covering, or 
veiling. The Revised Version, when it speaks of 
the artificial covering, calls it a veiling. 

“IT praise you, brethren, that ye remember me 
in all things, and keep the ordinances, as I deliv- 
ered them ‘to you. But I would have you know,. 
that the head of every man is Christ; and the head 
of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ 
is God.” There you have the relationship; Wo- 
man, man, Christ, God. The veiling is given to 
the woman in times of worship that she need not 
be ashamed to come into the presence of God. 
“But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth 
with her head uncovered dishonoreth her head: for 
that is even all one as if she were shaven.” That 
is, she dishonors Christ, her head, in appearing at 
worship uncovered. If I had to make a choice © 
between the two, not to show my relationship to 
man by the natural hair, or not show my relation- 
ship to Christ thru the veiling, I would rather 
show my relationship to Christ. Just as soon as 
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the churches began to lose modest apparel, which 
‘the Bible commands, they began to drift. Just as 
soon aS woman begins to get a little worldly in 
spirit, she begins to slip on a smaller and smaller 
covering—at last none at all—they go right on un- 
til at last she looks exactly the same as any un- 
saved woman. This comes from just gradually 
drifting. But the woman who intelligently wears 
a devotional covering is not apt to slip back again 
into sin. Why is it that some churches have such 
awiul trouble with pride in the church that they 
must say to the women and girls: “You must take 
everything off from your heads in the house of 
God, and wear gowns in the choir?” Stand by the 
Word, and the temptations of pride, fashionable 
attire, and worldliness lose their ‘hold. 


Two years ago I was in Fort Wayne, Ind., and 
I remember one of the abominable sights on Eas- 
ter Sunday was to see thousands of women, with 
all their finery and jewelry going to the house of 
God in the morning and afterward prominading 
along the streets to show off their finery. 

The devotional covering is an ordinance that 
helps a woman remain true. God never gave an 
ordinance that is or was not of a beneficial char- 
acter if it is observed in the right way. “For if 
the woman be not covered, let her also be shorn: 
but if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn or 
shaven, let her be covered. For this cause ought 
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the woman to have power on her head because of | 
the angels.” There is no power in long hair. It 
stands for nothing. It has no significance, except 
this: It shows the relationship to man—saved or 
unsaved. But the veiling has a spiritual signifi- 
cance. “Because of the angels.” “The angel of 
the Lord encampeth round about them that fear 
him, and delivereth them.” Here is a woman that 
is ashamed to show her relationship to Jesus 
Christ, but she is not ashamed to show her re- 
lationship to man. How disrespectful this is to 
Jesus Christ. In the tabernacle of old, there was 
no way. of.approach to God.for woman. There. is 
a way of approach today, and the Bible says that 
the woman is to be veiled as she comes to worship. 


Then there is a benefit in this, that it keeps a 
woman from the ravages of pride. It is true that 
there are individuals who, in spite of everything 
God can do, will step across the bounds and lose 
out spiritually. But why should any church, or 
any minister, deprive an individual woman of that 
which she needs for her soul’s safety? Here is 
the case of a girl I heard of, tho I do not know 
her personally. She was going to one of our city 
missions. She came to a house and rapped on the 
door. A man opened it and said, “Come in.” He 
shut the door and locked it. Then he noticed her 
apparel, and began to ask a few questions. She 
proved to be a Christian—her apparel showed it. 
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All Christian men and women ought to have some- 
thing about them that shows they stand for Christ, 
humility, and modesty. The man looked at this 
girl and said, “Do you know you are in one of the 
worst houses of Chicago? If it were not for the 
fact that you have something on your ‘head that 
I respect, you would never get out. Where do you 
want to go?’ She named a certain mission. He 
said, “I. know where that is,’ and released her, 
showing her the way. 


Sister Melinda Ebersole was for twenty years 
a worker in one of the missions of Chicago. One 
day a deaconess met her and said, “I want you to 
go to a certain place. There is some one there 
that needs your help.” Sister Ebersole inquired, 
“Why don’t you gor’ “I am a woman same as 
you; why is it safe for me and not for you?” 
She answered, “You know what you have on your 
head; you can go but I ‘can’t.” 

I have never yet heard of one girl who has 
in this way shown her relationship to Christ being 
sold into white slavery. Five hundred girls in 
New York city alone in one year disappeared and 
are not heard of again. But-I have never heard of 
one in whom a divine work was accomplished, and 
who showed it outwardly also, that God did not 
in some way secure the safety of that individual. 
“But if any man seem to be contentious, we have 
no such custom, neither the churches of God.” 
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They had no such custom as unveiled women in | 
times of worship. 


Third—A Man’s Life Among His Fellowmen 


We now come to the place of a Christian’s life in 
the world at large. 

First,—In Business.—When a man is saved the 
Bible tells him, “Be not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers.” I have known men to say, “I's 
it right that you do not allow Christians to go in- 
to an organization with unsaved men?” It is Bi- 
ble. A certain man who is a member of the 
Church once invited me to ride with him. He said 
to me, “By your looks, I believe you are a preach- 
er.” I said, “Yes.” He said, “You preachers don’t 
preach as they used to. My father was a minister 
in the Church and I know he used to preach 
separation from the world. But you do not preach 
it any more.” I said, “Four miles from here you 
will find a church where they practise 1t. They do 
thousands of dollars worth of business every year, 
and I know of only one case—that of the telephone 
company—where any one is in an organization 
with unsaved men.” 

I met a man in Nappanee, Ind.,—he allows me 
to tell this—who was a member of a commercial 
club. A certain commercial club once asked me 
to unite with their organization. I said, “No, I 
will stay with this principle of God, separation 
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from worldly entanglements, rather than be the 
means of dragging some one else down by my ex- 
ample. “Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpen- 
eth the countenance of his friend.” This man in 
. Nappanee said, “There was a time when I did not 
believe in separation from the world in this way. 
One day they had a town ‘blow-out.’” You know 
what those things are. I ‘guess Satan generally 
gets the advantage. Wuth the money provided by 
the Business Men’s League they ‘hired an acrobat. 
He climbed on a large tank. During the day, 
when that man went up on the tank, this brother 
was several squares away. All at once he heard 
the people scream, he heard an awful thump, and 
there lay the body of that man crushed and dead. 
Bro. said to me, “Do you know, I felt like a 
murderer!” [ said, “That is what you were in 
the eyes of ‘God. You helped to provide that 
amusement for lust’s sake, you had that man go up 
on the tower, and in the judgment day, unless you 
had repented, God would hold you as a partner in 
that crime.” 





Take the labor-union question. I said once to 
a certain man, “Do you believe that God knows 
what is best for this world? Do you know what 
God says about this subject of separation from the 
world?” “Yes,” he said, “that is true; but I want 
a good salary.” “Do you believe that wnions that 
have called strikes, killed men, used force and dy- 
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namite—and I have seen where they tore up 
tracks at night and burned street cars—do-you De- 
lieve in that?’ “No.” I said, “Will you believe 
that God holds you responsible for being in an or- 
ganization that uses those means of force to get 
that which they think they ought to have? Do 
you know that as far as your rights are concerned 
in this age, the Bible says you should not grudge, 
lest you be condemned” (James 5:9)? That is the 
unequal yoke in business. A man can be a Chris- 
tian and a business man at the same time, but 
there are some principles God asks him to observe 
and this principle of separation from the world is 
one of them. 


Then there is nonconformity to the world in at- 
tire. The Bible thruout positively teaches modesty 
in attire. It absolutely forbids the wearing of 
jewelry and conformity to the world’s fashions. In 
the long run I do not believe that a person can 
cater to the fashions of this world and remain a 
saved individual. A Presbyterian lady, a dress- 
maker, one day said, “I will give up my business. 
When I see professed Christians looking over the 
fashion plates hour after hour, and don’t know 
what they want. It gets disgusting to me.” I know 
of denominations today that are powerless against 
this evil. They have ceased crying out. aloud 
against this destructive evil— more destructive 
than strong drink. A woman came to Dr. Hast- 
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ings, one of the strong preachers of Boston, and 
asked, “Do you believe it is wrong for me to wear 
jewelry?” He replied, “Where you see the tail of 
a fox sticking out of a hole, you may be sure the 
fox is inside.” The Bible says that women should 
“adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shame- 
facedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or 
gold, or pearls, or costly array.” I pity you if you 
are caught in the present storm of fashion which 
is sweeping over the world and sweeping many 
thousands of men and women into hell. And I 
pity those 2 by 4 sports, running around with belt- 
laced coats wpon them, colored socks, variable 
shaped hats and all fixed up, as much as I do a 
fashionable young woman. The young man adds 
one sin—he is effeminate in addition to all the 
women are guilty of. 


I never have seen a spiritually minded man who 
was a sport. If you see one, I wish you would 
call me up and show him to me so that I could 
say in the future that I have seen at least one. 
Take William E. Gladstone, and many others like 
him—men of power in their way and in their 
day—they were modest. You ask me why I make 
this an issue in a revival meeting. Because of the 
awful ravages it is making thruout the world. If 
the average preacher says anything ‘to the women 
on this subject, they will go to their husbands and 
say, “We will have to discharge the pastor. Let 
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him preach Christ and Him crucified.” I think 
such teaching is Jesus Christ and Him crucified, 
put into ‘practise in every day life. But some peo- 
ple say, “Fashion says do it and we are going to 
follow the dictates of fashion.” A certain quaint 
Scotch preacher once told the people of Aberdeen, 
“Ye people of Aberdeen get your fashions from 
Glasgow, Glasgow gets her fashions from Edin- 
burg, Edinburg from London, London from Paris, 
and Paris from the devil.” If American fashions 
do not come by quite the same route, it is quite 
certain that many of them come from the same 
ultimate source. 


And now we come to Non-conformity in Mar- 
riage. God says thru His inspired apostle that a 
Christian must not marry an unbeliever. See I 
Cor. 7:39. I was once sitting at the table of a 
certain Methodist minister named Derstine. There 
was also present a lady evangelist. This pastor 
said, “What is wrong in a Christian girl marrying 
a clean, moral young man, even tho he is not a 
Christian?” The lady evangelist replied, “My 
mother was a Christian and married an unsaved 
man. She has been trying to get him to be a 
Christian. He once turned to her and said, “Mo- 
ther, do you believe in the Bible in everything?” 
“Yes.” “Then why did you marry a man like me, 
when the Bible ‘says, ‘Marry only in the Lord?” 
If I were a single girl or a single man I would 
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rather go to my grave unmarried than to violate 

the commands of the Bible and run the chances 
of being dragged down to perdition. It often 
means bringing children into the world that may 
be led to destruction. Wha't is the reason Samson 
went wrong? Because of his woman relationship. 
What ruined Solomon? His wives. How dare 
any person, with his limited strength and inferior 
knowledge and wisdom, attempt to do with safety. 
what God in His infinite wisdom says is sin. A 
girl said to me the other day, “I am engaged to an 
unsaved man; what shall I do?” I said, “Break 
the engagement unless the man gets saved. I pity 
your soul if you don’t.” If you are already mar- 
ried the Bible says, make the best of the situation. 
If I were a girl, here is one thing I would never 
do. Girls do it, but young men seldom, if ever, 
do it—marry to reform the other party to the con- 
tract. 


While I was preaching in Virginia, there was 
a woman that was under conviction but she re- 
fused to yield. Her husband came to me and said: 
““My wife was crying this morning. She promised 
me solemnly before we were married that she 
would lead all ‘the children that might be born in 
the right way, tho she would not become a Chris- 
tian herself. Now she sees that the children are 
following in her steps. She knows what she ought 
to do but she is not willing to pay the price.” 
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A certain evangelist of Pennsylvania tells this 
circumstance: In a church service there was @ 
lady present and she had with her a beau from a 
near-by city. About all they did was to flirt. 
When the evangelist preached on the marriage re- 
lation the fellow sort of wilted and got red in the 
face, but it was passed off. They were married 
and it would not be proper to describe fully the 
sad life she lived. After he deceived her he quit 
going to church. The girl with whom he acted the 
hypocrite and to whom he made all sorts of prom- 
ises before they were married could not even get 
a horse and buggy to go to church herself. The 
courtship days will wear off and if you haven't 
got a real man, then God pity your soul. Ten 
years afterward this same evangelist preached 
there again. She was then a woman with a large 
family. Weeping she came to him and said: “Why 
didn’t you preach that way before I was married?” 
“Don’t you remember,’ he said, “ten years ago I 
preached that same sermon; you were sitting back 
there, flirting with that young man. Woman, you 
have paid a dear price to disobey God, when I had 
told you in such plain words what to do.” Too 
late! The reaping of the wild oats crop is hard. 


We now consider nonconformity in amuse- 
ment. Where do you draw the line? I know for 
a certainty that the theaters, and the moving pic- 
ture shows are on the devil’s side. I know that 
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the circuses are on the devil’s side. I know that 
the dance is on the devil’s side. I know there is 
no question about it because they are doped with 
murder, divorce, uncleanness, lying, and stealing. 
In Fort Wayne, Ind., because I wished to preach 
on that subject, I went around and examined the 
bill-boards—on the outside. One house had one 
hundred or more pictures and they were all taint- 
ed with sin and uncleanness from the regions of 
hell. Thousands of people see these things,—it 
sinks into their minds;—and how can a man or 
woman keep any spirituality when they have their 
minds tainted with such sin and uncleanness? You 
say, “I can go where I please—it will not hurt 
me.” A lady wearing a white dress came to visit 
a coal mine. An old miner who was to act as 
guide to the party said to her, “Do you think you 
ought to wear that white dress down here?” “I 
can wear it if I want to, can’t I?’ The old miner 
replied, “Nothing can prevent you from wearing a 
white dress down into the mine, but there is a 
whole lot to prevent you from wearing it white 
when you come up.” There is joy in the things 
of God. Things that are really recreational help 
some, but much that is palmed off today as recre- 
ational is really tainted with sin. 

We now come to the subject of a Christian’s 
treatment of his enemies, or what we term Non- 
resistance of enemies by force. I wish I could 
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speak two or three hours on what Christ says 
about loving your enemies, and on going to law, 
and how Christians are to suffer wrong rather than 
to inflict wrong on others, and thus manifest the 
spirit of Christ toward enemies, not carnal force. 

I believe nonresistance is best for three rea- 
sons: It is safest, it is cheapest, and it is the best 
cure. 


It is safest. Back in the east, a woman came 
home one night and saw a colored man under the 
bed. She simply got her Bible as usual, and read 
the ninety-first Psalm, where it says: “He that 
dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall 
abide under the shadow of the Almighty. Thou 
shalt not be afraid for ‘the terror by night; nor for 
the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the pestilence 
that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction 
that wasteth at noonday. Because he thath set his 
love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will 
set him on high, because he hath known my 
name.” She read that psalm and then knelt down 
and committed her safety to the keeping of Him 
that wa'tches the universe. The colored man, 


_ trembling. came out from under the bed, and asked. 


the lady to show him the way out. 

I know of a preacher by the name of Barclay. 
One night the was on his way to preach and two 
young men with revolvers held him up. “Hand 
over your money and valuables,” they commanded. 


a 
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He found only this smaller pocket-book and gave 
them that. After he had gone he found that he 
also had this larger pocket-book. He called the 
men back and said to them: “Men, I have that 
pocket-book after all.” And he handed it over to 
them. Those men refused to take it, and they 
went into their sockets and handed back what 
they had already taken. Then he said: “Boys, I 
am preaching down here. Won’t you come in?” 
They walked there also, went in, and seated them- 
selves in the rear of the house. After it was over 
those men became Christians, and later one of 
them became a minister of the Gospel. I know 
nonresistance is safest. Every man that has a gun 
in his house makes himself more unsafe than the 
man who has no gun. I believe in the power of 
God. I could ‘tell you how my wife was delivered 
from the power of ungodly men by the power of 
God, and she was not even afraid nor trembled. 
When it was all over, I asked her, “How was it 
that you were not afraid?” She answered, “Until 
God wants me to die, there is nobody in this 
world can take my life, and until that time, I 
trust my body as well as my soul into His keeping. 


I believe that sometimes God decrees that non- 
resistance means death. In the early days of the 
Church, when a man became a Christian, it meant 
that he became a martyr. God’s cause and the 
cause of truth are often scattered better by the 
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suffering and death of God’s faithful witnesses 
than by their peaceful and prosperous life. George 
Whitefield said, “When God ordained me to -the 
ministry, I decided to die for Christ.” I could tell 
you of many other cases where men committed 
their safe-keeping into the hands of God, and came 
out safely, delivered from a thousand and one 
snares by the omnipotent God who watches the 
sparrow’s fall. 

I know of a case where two robbers crept into 
a man’s home in Bedford county, Pennsylvania. 
I don’t know whether he was reaching for his gun 
or not, I believe not, but it looked as tho he were, 
and he was shot dead on the instant. He had bet- 
ter have had no gun near. I say, nonresistance is 
the safest. Even if it were not, a Christian had bet- 
ter die than kill the other man. I would rather die 
saved than to send an unsaved man to hell. God 
never says to an unsaved man, “You have no 
right to defend yourself’—he is an unsaved man. 
But to the child of God, Jesus says: “If a man 
strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other 
also; if he makes you go with him one mile, go 
with him the second; if he steals from you ten 
feet on the one side of the fence, then give him 
ten feet more.” Heap coals of fire on his head. 

Nonresistance is the cheapest. I know a friend 
of mine that had to pay six hundred dollars be- 
cause he ran into another man’s car, thru no fault 
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of his directly. He asked me, “What would you 
do?” I replied, “Let him have the six hundred 
dollars, and God will bless you for it.” And God 
has blessed that man largely in many ways. Near 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, a man had his farm tak- 
en from him, and the let them have the farm, and 
God has blessed him. He has a beautiful home 
across the road from the old home place, and if 
you ask him he will tell you he 1s happy. You 
and I can go thru life as Paul said to the Hebrew 
Church: “You suffered joyfully the spoiling of 
your goods, knowing in yourselves that you have 
in heaven a better and enduring substance.” I 
know a certain brother in Ohio. A man came to 
him and said, “You owe me fifty dollars.” “I don’t 
owe you fifty dollars.” “You do.” “Alt right,” 
Bro. said, and he wrote out a check for fifty 
dollars. In a few days the man was back again, 
and said, “I want you to say that you owed me 
those fifty dollars.” Bro. replied, “I won’t 
say that. It wouldn’t be true. You have the fifty 
dollars. Let that be enough.” The man threw the 
check on the ground and went home. Inside of 
three weeks he was on his back sick. He sent for 
Bro. —— to come and baptize him and receive 
him into the church. Nonresistance is cheaper 
than courts and lawyer expenses for the Christian. 








Nonresistance is the surest cure. Take the 
men who went into the jungles of Africa, men who 
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were in danger of being eaten by cannibals. It 
was the spirit of nonresistance that broke down 
the hatred of those tribes. I come from Pennsyl- 
vania, where the nonresistant people, such as the 
Mennonites. and Quakers, lived among the blood- 
thirsty Indians. The Puritans went to church with 
their guns on their shoulders, and they were at- 
tacked, their women carried off, and their children 
killed. Among the Mennonites and Quakers it is 
not recorded that a single person was killed or a 
single village burned. I have in my possession 2 
letter written by one of the descendants of those 
Indians, and in that letter he tells how the Indians 
to this day appreciate the spirit of those people 
who would not fight and were always true and 
reliable. That God Spirit comes from God.. They 
felt it and curbed their wrath and their devilish- 
ness. 


Then, there is a fake nonresistance. I was in 
the home of an old man at a certain place. He 
was a member of the Mennonite Church. He 
showed me his chicken-house and said: “There 
were thieves in it and they stole nearly all my 
chickens. I know who they were and if I would 
have had a chance I would have given them rheu- 
matism in the legs.” I said, “I am surprised that 
for the sake of a few chickens you would do a 
thing like that.” “Isn’t that what should have 
happened to them?” I said, “No.” “What would 
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you have done?” “Well, this is somewhat the na- 
ture of what I should have done. If a man had 
- stolen chickens out of my hen-coop—they can’t do 
it because we have none, only one bunny rabbit 
and that belongs to the children—rather than shoot 
him in the legs—we’ll suppose it was your hen- 
house he had visited. You could have taken some . 
chickens, if there were any left, or if he had taken 
them all you could have bought some from your 
neighbor, put them into a coop, placed them on 
your wagon, taken them to his house,.and you 
could have told him like a Christian that you be- 
lieved in helping your neighbors, and you don’t 
want them to starve, and that, because he was- 
there last night in the darkness for chickens, you 
have another coopful on the wagon and you want 
him to have them. He would never have come 
back for any more chickens.” The Bible says you 
are to heap coals of fire on his head. 


I know a man that had work done on his auto-. 
mobile. When he settled the bill, he turned to the 
man and said: “There are twelve hours charged 
for work that was not done, and an equal amount 
that your: man a month before forgot to charge. 
I’ll pay that also. And here is fifty cents on top 
of that.” He was heaping coals of fire and the 
man wilted down. The best way is to love your 
enemies. Because Jesus Christ gave you every- 
thing by grace, you and I ought to be willing to 
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suffer the loss of a few things we cannot take 
along when we leave this world. He became poor 
that we, by His poverty, might become rich. 


You ask me, “Why don’t you believe in lodges 
and life insurance?’ For a number of reasons. 
First, because I am an Odd Fellow. I am so odd 
a fellow that I believe that God, who notes the 
sparrow’s fall, who counts the hairs on our heads, 
who. feeds the birds and cares for them, can and 
will take care of me. Don’t you believe that is 
according to God’s plan? God’s plan is that we 
should not be joined with unbelievers. A _ cer- 
tain Christian says he cannot join a lodge because 
he would have to do something inspired by Satan 
to enter. Jesus Christ says we are never to swear 
or take an oath. Our word should be yes or no. 
Whatever is more than that is of the evil one. 
I am positive that this teaching makes for reliabil- 
ity. The man who from his heart says “yes,” and 
it is “yes;’ who says “no” and it is “no,” will be 
truthful in what he says. “Or if a soul swear, 
pronouncing with an oath, can it be hid from him; 
...ehe shall confess that he hath sinned in that 
thing” (Lev. 5:4,5). I say it is SIN for a man to 
join a lodge even to do good, for the thing is hid- 
den from him and he takes the oath blindly. Jesus 
said, “In secret have I said nothing.” I have no 
right to belong to an organization that does things 
behind locked doors. The Church of Jesus Christ 
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stands for undrawn shades, and no secret grips, 
and no sacrilegious ceremonies that God hates. 
Lodgism is anti-Christian. It rejects the person 
and the teaching of the Son of God. It pretends 
to send men to the “grand lodge above”’—all of 
which is a sham performance. 


I knew a man working in the railroad shops 
who carried accident policies. He gave them up 
when it was pointed out to him that it was not in 
accordance with God’s plan. Later his faith gave 
way and he told me: “I am sorry, but I think I 
will take my accident policies and go to another 
church.” I said, “I will not tell you what we will 
do for you; but if you get into trouble we will 
help you as a church.” I gave him the case of a 
man who was not even a Christian. He had lost 
his leg. We paid all his expenses and got him 
a new wooden leg. I warned him, “The time may 
come, with all your policies, that God will put you 
into a tighter place than you have ever been be- 
fore.” And the time came that he lay in a hospital, 
the money from his policies all gone, and his wife 
had to borrow the carfare to go ‘to see him. It is 
best to trust God. The Church, when it is true, 
goes about doing good, as did its Lord. I have 
tried it for about seven years, and with a church 
that does not pay a salary to its preachers, and 
found out by experience that the Lord and the 
brethren could be trusted. . 


‘Iv. THE EVER PRESENT LORD WITH HIS 
OWN 


-“Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world.” If you have with you the presence 
of Christ all these things are not hard. When 
once your heart is changed, you love Jesus Christ 
with such a love that the world with its way loses 
its attractiveness. I ask in closing, “Have you 
been born again?” If you have, the things I have 
been telling you tonight are not idle tales. I have 
showed you spiritual truths that God gives for 
the welfare of His people. If you are a believer, 
and Jesus Christ is your Savior, the best thing you 
can do is to be out and out for God. Take your 
Bible and find out what His will is concerning you, 
and you will have this reward: “Blessed are they 
that do his commandments, that they may have 
right to the tree of life, and may enter in through 
the gates into the city.” I paid the price seven 
years ago. If I could tell you how much it cost 
me, how many friends it cost me, how many or- 
ganizations I had to quit, all would be nothing 
compared to my gain. I could say like Moses, “I 
am not sorry I thave at least tried to keep all the 
good will of God.” He had met God at the burn- 
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ing bush. It meant good-by to Egypt, but what 
he gained was so large and ‘satisfactory, that when 
he came to die he invoked the good will of Him 
that dwelt in the bush. If you have the good will 
of God walking in His way, you will have sun- 
shine in the darkest hours. That I may walk 
closer yet is my inmost desire for me and for you 
all. May God grant you grace to go thru with 
Him, and see whether His ways are not ways of 
pleasantness and all His paths peace. “Say ye to 
the righteous that it shall be well with him’— 
whichever way it goes or whatever may come—it 
shall be well for “all things work together for good 
to them that love God.” 

This is enough, for “Lo, I am with you alway” 
to the end of the age, and then we shall be with 
Him forever—when the world lies dead, when the 
sun has ceased to shine, and man is either at home 
with God or in eternal torment, cast away from 
His presence as a useless creature. Amen. 
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